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Cholecystectomy

Cholecystectomy is the surgical removal of the gallbladder. Cholecystectomy is a common
treatment of symptomatic gallstones and other gallbladder conditions. There are 2 types of

surgery to remove the gallbladder:

o Open (traditional) method. In this method, 1 cut (incision) about 4 to 6 inches long is
made in the upper right-hand side of your belly. The surgeon finds the gallbladder and
takes it out through the incision.

« Laparoscopic method. This method uses 3 to 4 very small incisions. It uses a long, thin
tube called a laparoscope. The tube has a tiny video camera and surgical tools. The tube,
camera and tools are put in through the incisions. The surgeon does the surgery while

looking at a TV monitor. The gallbladder is removed through 1 of the incisions.

A laparoscopic cholecystectomy is less invasive. That means it uses very small incisions in your

belly. There is less bleeding. The recovery time is usually shorter than an open surgery.
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